Hospitality | Opening ourselves to new understandings and approaches

We can often think of hospitality only in terms of giving. We give welcome, we offer coffee hour, we
hand out bulletins and greet people.

“Radical welcome is the spiritual practice of embracing and being changed by the gifts,
presence, voices, and power of The Other: the people systemically cast out of or marginalized

within a church, a denomination and/or society.”
- Stephanie Spellers, Radical Welcome: Embracing God, The Other, and the Spirit of Transformation

How does it change our understanding of hospitality to think of it as both giving and receiving? What
shifts with a stance of willingness to receive and to be changed in the experience of hospitality?

Exercise Questions:
Take time to consider each question, jotting down notes with each question set

What do you think of when you hear the word “hospitality?”” What comes to mind?

What do you (in the context of your congregation) do really well in terms of hospitality?

Now, using your imagination, think of someone VERY different from you. Possibly consider
sexuality, race, language, physical impairment, or age. Try to imagine life from that perspective as
clearly as possible.*

Still in your imagination, still in that perspective, what gifts would you bring that the congregation
needs?

Still in your imagination, still in that perspective, what could the congregation do to offer effective
hospitality to you?

Then debrief together what this imaginative exercise has offered you.

*Kindly note: this is not to assume we can understand the perspective of others simply by imagining
it. It is holy work to listen to one another, listening to other perspectives and learning from one
another. Imagination can be a wonderful aid, though, in prying open our eyes and hearts to how we
might offer better welcome and how we might be open to being changed in the process.



