2026 Parish Profile

Pullman, Washington



The people of St. James Episcopal Church in Pullman, Washington, seek a Rector
who will lead us with love and compassion and partner with us in living out our
mission statement:

We are a community of faith rooted in God’s unconditional love,
seeking to express that love to one another, our neighbors and
the world.

Our Prayer for this Call Ministry

O God, grant by your inspiration that the people of St.
James may be creative and compelling witnesses to
Jesus Christ. We gather as a community of faith and
love, with diverse voices united in prayer. Be with us
as we seek our way together. We ask this in your
name. Amen

Blessing the Animals on the Feast of St.
Francis.



We extend hospitality to new and returning
visitors to our membership, and to our
community.

Most Sundays, there is someone new in our pews, whether a
newcomer to the Palouse or a visitor. Indeed, several people
have become “regulars” at St. James over the past year,
including people in their 20s, 30s, 40s and 50s. We try to make
the service understandable and accessible to newcomers by
providing the entire service in the bulletin, and we extend a
warm invitation to visitors to
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The passing of the peace.

The Community Child Care Center (CCCC), whose enrollment priori-
tizes low-income and Head Start eligible children, occupies our lower
level and kitchen, and the Palouse Choral Society rehearses weekly in
our building. During the COVID-19 pandemic, our little free library
quickly became a food pantry—and now we provide both food and
books! In 2024, we hosted the Icons in Transformation art exhibit, an all-
hands-on-deck event that drew hundreds of people to our church
building. Recently, we hosted a Braver Angels workshop on depolariz-
ing conversations, which attracted over 30 participants from four
churches and the wider community.



We deepen our faith through worship, including Bible
teachings, liturgy, prayer, music, sermon, and Eucharist.

Our 10:30 a.m. Rite Il service is a music-filled celebration, with hymns,
traditional and contemporary; service music; and a choir anthem. Our 8 a.m.
service is a spoken-word service. During the summers, when we have one 9 a.m.
service, the choir rests and we include more “old favorites” from the hymn
book. Parishioners enjoy the chance to worship as one.

We participate in children's, youth, and adult Christian
education and formation.

Through music, games, art, and activities, the children in our Sunday School
experience how love connects communities, families, and people, no matter
their differences. A youth group for 7th to 12th graders offers fun and fellowship
for teens.

Adult Forum meets every Sunday, focusingon "What we profess is the
a particular topic, book/film, or book of the
Bible for study and discussion. In Advent 2025,
for instance, the group studied Amy-Jill
Levine's Light of the World: A Beginner's Guide
to Advent. Each week, there is Lectionary Study, via Zoom, for adults and clergy
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to discuss together the readings for the coming Sunday.

St. James supports Christian formation and fellowship for Washington State
University students through ELM, a collaboration of Episcopal, Lutheran, and
Methodist campus ministries. Clergy and college students meet weekly for
dinner and a program. Parishioners from St. James prepare and deliver one of
the weekly meals each month and join the group for dinner and fellowship.

We enjoy liturgical season studies, special speakers, and workshops that help us
explore, deepen our faith and expand our spiritual praxis. Recent programs
have included a Creation Care speaker series, a lecture and workshop series in
concert with the Icons in Transformation exhibit, and a Lenten Soup Supper study
series.



We give generously to the financial support of the church.
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We engage actively, individually and collectively, in
outreach to near and distant communities.

St. James’ parishioners are moved by "We do the work of trying to
God's love to share it with our near

neighbors through our Backpack Food share God's love."

Program, our Little Free Food Pantry, Food

for Families, and through support for the Community Action Center foodbank.
We are present at Pride Events in both Pullman and Moscow. We share God's
love with our more distant neighbors through financial support to L'Ecole de
I'Eipiphanie school in Loranette, Haiti.

We participate in Diocesan ministries and activities.

St. James is grateful to be a part of The Episcopal Diocese of Spokane and to
participate as fully as possible in its ministries. Most recently, we engaged in the
diocesan initiative, Building Bridges; Healing Divides, which included a workshop
for St. James parishioners and Pullman community members. The church is
active in Camp Cross programming, through financial support and attending
various graded and intergenerational camps. Members serve as delegates at
Diocesan Convention, Vestry attends
regional gatherings, and individuals have
served as Diocesan Treasurer, as Bui/ding Bridges;Hea/ing Di-
Archdeacon, and on Standing Committee.
Parishioners also attend online Diocesan

"Diocesan programs such as
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offerings for Christian formation and about ourselves and our
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Two members of St. James help worship service with St. Mark’s Episcopal, €ONngregations.

with shoveling snow. Moscow, Idaho.

St. James’ members at Palouse Pride. Advertising the Icons in Transformation exhibit.



Our next Rector

We look for a Rector to lead us with love and compassion and to be in
fellowship with us as we deepen expressions of our mission in these ways:

We want to strengthen the pastoral response of the church in
serving people in times of need.

We rejoice, celebrate, and empathize with each other in prayers, fellowship,
and one-to-one relationships, especially when we see each other on Sundays
or in small group activities. Some individuals make regular visits to members
in nursing homes. We need, however, to work on increasing awareness when
people are in need and on developing ways to effectively respond when
members are absent for a period of time. We should explore bolstering our
Eucharistic Visitors program, which was recently reinstituted, and consider
training for how to be a supportive visitor or caller. We want a Rector who
excels in pastoral care.

We want to call and equip members for ministry and leadership.

The stories that parishioners tell of how they came to join St. James share a
common theme: someone asked them to do something and then provided
support for them while they grew into the role. It is a good thing to be able to
count on people to consistently serve in certain ministries, but we also need to
invite and mentor others into our ministries and be willing ourselves to take
faithful leaps to try a new thing. Our new Rector should be someone who
invites and encourages people to try new ministries.

We want to reach, welcome and incorporate new people into the life
of the church.

Pullman is a university community and thus a highly transient community, and
there is much opportunity in that. Each year, especially in the autumn, we are
graced by many visitors, and we are blessed that some of them choose to
become members of our community—even if only for a few years. We are
always looking for additional ways to ensure that our welcome leads people to
want to stay. And we must continue to open wide our doors to new people. The
Icons in Transformation art exhibit in 2024 was one way we brought the wider
community into St. James. We are open to new opportunities to reach,
welcome and incorporate people. We seek a Rector who is similarly excited
by the prospect of welcoming new people into the life of St. James, Pullman.

Members (and our cardboard donkey) always enjoy acting in
the Christmas pageant.

The parish hall transformed into an art gallery to host the Icons
in Transformation art exhibit.



We want to attract families with children and youth and develop a family
life ministry.

We have taken steps in this direction with a new Education Director—assisted by
two high-school students—who offers a 45-minute Sunday school lesson during the
10:30 service. Weekly attendance ranges from 3 to 7 children. A youth group for
youth in 7th through 12th grades was rekindled in 2023, offering fun and fellowship
to teens. We are fortunate to have funds that are designated for Christian education
that may enable expansion of this ministry. We seek a Rector who will help us
continue forward movement on this goal.

We want to create worship experiences that deepen our relationships
with God and one another.

Many of us are satisfied by our worship services, and many of us would like to try
some new things, even though support for a distinctly Episcopal worship service
seems strong. There is space to try something new, whether that is the
incorporation of new music, increased periods of silence, showcasing religious art,
or other new (to us) forms of worship. We seek a Rector who is willing to explore
worship styles that bring us ever closer to God.

We want to explore ways to reshape the ministries of the church to bring
others into the life of the church, while also guiding the congregation to
be open to such changes.

Survey data from the Congressional Assessment Tool (CAT) show that we are not
afraid of change, but neither are we running toward change. We want to ensure that
we continue in those ministries that meet important needs while refreshing—or
discontinuing—those whose time has passed. Our future Rector should be unafraid
to guide us gently and patiently toward new things.

We want to strengthen stewardship and further develop the financial
generosity of members.

Although the church is on sound financial footing and maintains several endowment
and designated funds, we desire to develop strategies to effectively communicate
the relationship among our mission, our pledging, and our budget. This might
involve encouraging non-pledging parishioners to pledge, to set goals for
incremental increases to the amounts that households pledge, and by attracting
new members. Much of what we give to the church is our time and talent, so efforts
to invite members to participate in the ministries of the church go hand in hand with
asking for financial support. We seek a Rector who is willing to strengthen
stewardship.

We always enjoy a good potluck!

Music is an important element of our 10:30
service.



Church Facilities

Dedicated in 1957, the current church building is located on Stadium

Way, two blocks from Washington State University. In 1999, St. James
dedicated a new Nave and administrative wing, with parishioners do-
ing a good share of the work. The narthex and nave are beautified by
art, mostly wood carvings, designed and created by members.

There is a four-bedroom rectory on church grounds. The house, built
in the 1950s, was refurbished prior to the arrival of our last Rector in

2016, and we intend to do further refurbishing in the next few months.

Parishioners have put into practice the principles of Creation Care,
enhancing our grounds with native, drought-tolerant plants.

The church’s east entrance and courtyard.

A view of the four-bedroom rectory from the church.

Staff

Our incoming Rector will have support staff on hand. In addi-
tion to employing a full-time Rector, St. James employs a part-
time office manager, a part-time Music Director, a part-time
youth group leader, two Sunday School assistants, a social
media coordinator, and a volunteer Director of Children’s
Ministry. The church also has a contracted bookkeeper, con-
tracted cleaning, snow removal and lawn services for both
church and rectory grounds.



History of St. James

The history of St. James Episcopal Church in Pullman has brought us
"no longer strangers and sojourners but fellow citizens with the
household of God” to this time of transition. Our rich history began in
1892 as a humble mission known as St. Katherine’s. In 1906, our name
became St. James to align with national Episcopal church advice to
bear the names of Biblical saints. In 1957, the church moved to its pre-
sent location. More details of our history can be found on the St. James
webpage (https://www.stjamespullman.org/about).

St. James by the Numbers

2022 2023 2024 2025
Ave. Sunday Attendance 40 41 42 43
Pledging Units 29 29 31 31
Annual Revenue $224,492 $213,400 | $223,432 | $299,120

According to the CAT survey, our parishioners give, on average, 3.78 percent
of their income, placing us above the national average.

Pullman and the Palouse

We reside in a special place called the Palouse, a gorgeous region of
steep hills composed of wind-blown soil on which wheat and lentils
are grown. The Palouse landscape is visible from any high point in
town. Pullman (www.visit-pullman.com), with a population of 34,000, is
the home of land-grant Washington State University, with 17,000 stu-
dents on its Pullman campus. Seven miles from Pullman is Moscow,
Idaho, home of the land-grant University of Idaho and its 12,000 stu-
dents. Pullman is one of the safest communities in Washington and has
much-lauded public schools that offer a full array of programs in mu-
sic, drama, and sports (https://www.pullmanschools.org/62078). In
2025, Pullman High School was ranked 22nd out of 715 high schools in
Washington. Cultural activities—theater, symphony concerts, and art
exhibits—are close at hand, thanks, in part, to the two local universi-
ties. Spokane, with a metro population of 600,000, is an 80 minute
drive away.
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We open our beautiful sanctuary for community events, including this

performance of the Palouse Choral Society.

The rolling wheat fields of the Palouse, which we call home.
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