On a Sacred Journey | Embodying the Hospitality of God

Bishop Gretchen has invited us to engage a pilgrimage with her this year, intentionally seeking
God in our diocese, on these lands, among the people we interact with each day. We areon a
sacred journey.

In any journey undertaken, hospitality plays a key role, both in the experience of giving and the
gift of receiving. As followers of Jesus, we are called to offer God’s gift of hospitality to others.
We are also invited to receive hospitality, both from God and from others. As part of the work
of our sacred journey, we are inviting each congregation to consider how we can embody the
hospitality of God.

Below are Scripture passages that reflect themes of journey and hospitality. Sometimes those
themes are obvious, sometimes they are more subtle. We invite you to use these passages to
explore God'’s hospitality. As you read the passages and engage in reflection and discussion on
them, share your own stories of hospitality. How have you experienced deep hospitality in your
own life, and how have you offered it to others? When can you see God being present in the
gift of others? How does your story connect with the stories in Scripture?

Use these passages in ways that are useful for your congregation, such as the start of vestry/BC
meetings and other committee meetings, as a coffee hour conversation, as part of a study time
or forum. Consider how you might engage these texts and ancient stories beyond study:
perhaps offering a special coffee hour and inviting others to attend, taking coffee and cookies
to the streets, bringing a meal to the firehouse, or using your imagination for how you might
embody God’s hospitality.

Most of all we hope this time of being on a sacred journey and exploring the hospitality of God
will be a time of experiencing the deep love of God.
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Scripture Passages

Genesis 18:1-15 | Abraham, Sarah, and the angels
1 Kings 17:1-16 | Elijah and the widow

Psalm 23 | God as shepherd who provides

Isaiah 25:6-9 | God makes a feast and wipes away every tear
Luke 1:26-38 | The Annunciation

Mark 6:30-44 | Feeding of the 5000

Luke 10:1-9 | Jesus sends out the disciples in pairs
Mark 14:3-9 | Woman anointing Jesus feet
Matthew 19:13-15 | Jesus welcoming the children
John 21:1-14 | Jesus makes his disciples breakfast
Acts 10 | Peter and Cornelius

James 2:1-9 | Warning against partiality

Possible conversation prompts for engaging these passages:
| experience God’s hospitality when....
In what ways is Jesus present in our faith community?
How/where/when do you experience Jesus in your daily life?
What does God'’s hospitality look like at your church? In your work?
| offer God’s hospitality when....
| know I've listened deeply when.....
God’s voice sounds like.....
When have you experienced God’s “welcome”? What did it feel like?
How easy or hard was it to enter the life of your congregation? What made it easy or hard?
| share my faith in Jesus by......
Jesus helps me love my neighbor by.....

Who might God be calling you to welcome and how?



