Sing to the Lord a New Song!
2026 Theme | the Episcopal Diocese of Spokane

2026 Diocesan Prayer
This prayer can be sung or said, and is designed to be sung to Hymn 25 as desired.

O Holy One of steadfast love, the fount of hope in whom we trust;
Draw near to us in our laments and bind our broken heartedness.

God, you alone our song and source, sustainer of our very breath;
In every chorus teach your way: do justice, mercy, humbleness.

Our melody we lift to you, Creator of the sea and sky;
Sing glory, laud, and praise utmost, to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Thinking about linking the theme to Scripture around devotion and action
Connecting the Theme to Devotion and Action

"1 Devotion: Song arises from gratitude and wonder — from recognizing that God is at
work in us and around us.

71 Action: The “new song” is not just musical but embodied — living in new ways that
proclaim God’s goodness, justice, and mercy.

") Renewal: Each generation and moment of the Church is invited to find its own voice in
the great song of praise — echoing the Psalmist, Isaiah, Mary, and the saints in
Revelation.

Old Testament Passages (see also the psalms)

1 Samuel 2:1-10
Hannah's Song
Hannah sings her praise to God for the birth of her son, Samuel. Read chapter 1 for more context
of why she is singing.
- I wonder when is a time you have felt like singing.

2 Chronicles 6:12-42 (See also the musical accompaniment in 2 Chronicles 5:13-14)
King Solomon blesses the new temple built for the glory of God
The temple, the very house of God, has been constructed, and it is dedicated with songs, prayers,
and ceremony.
- I'wonder what connects most deeply with you in Solomon’s prayer.



Isaiah 42:10-12
Sing to the Lord a new song, his praise from the end of the earth!
This is one of the most direct echoes of the psalm theme. Here, the “new song” arises from the
people’s awareness that God is doing something new in creation and among the nations, a perfect
link to action and mission.
- I wonder when is a time you’ve noticed the earth, along with people, seeing and
celebrating a new song.

Isaiah 43:18-21
Do not remember the former things... [ am about to do a new thing...
God’s new work calls forth new praise. The “new thing” evokes transformation, new life, and an
invitation to see and respond, to sing a new song of trust and renewal.
- I wonder where you’re seeing new sprigs of hope springing from the wilderness.

Exodus 15:1-2, 20-21 — The Song of Moses and Miriam
The first great “song to the Lord” in scripture. It celebrates liberation and the power of God’s
saving love. It invites worship that flows from experience and moves the people into a new
chapter of faithfulness.

- Iwonder what words you sing when you feel liberated.

Habakkuk 3:17-19
Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will exult in the God of my salvation.
A song of faith when hope seems dim. It deepens the “new song” theme as a song of trust even
amid difficulty, turning praise into an act of resistance and renewal.
- I wonder when is a time you’ve leaned into trust and joy in the midst of trouble.

New Testament Passages

Luke 1:46-55
The Magnificat, also known as Mary’s Song
Mary’s song of praise is a “new song” born from God’s surprising work in her life and in the
world. It’s deeply devotional and profoundly active, calling for justice and transformation. It is
also an echo of the Song of Hannah — reminding us that new songs often build on the songs of
old.

- I wonder where you see the prophetic words of Mary happening today.

Luke 2:29-32
The Nunc Dimittis (Song of Simeon)
A song that marks fulfillment and peace, showing that every “new song” arises in response to
God’s faithfulness through time.
- I wonder what peace and fulfillment look like for you.



Luke 6:27-36

Love your enemies... Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.

In the Sermon on the Plain, Jesus offers a new perspective on showing and relaying love.
- I 'wonder which portion of Jesus’ words connect most deeply today.

Acts 16:16-34
Paul and Silas sing in prison
Paul and Silas sing while imprisoned, then have a life-altering conversation with the jailor and
his family.
- I wonder what song you might sing in a harrowing time.

Ephesians 5:18-20
Be filled with the Spirit, as you sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs...
Paul links Spirit-filled living with joyful praise, it is song as the expression of a life turned
toward God and the world in love.
- When is a time you’ve felt the Spirit while singing.

Colossians 3:16-17
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and
with gratitude in your hearts sing...
Here “singing” is both formation and action, song becomes a way of embodying the Gospel in
community.

- Tell about a time you’ve experienced God dwelling in you richly.

Revelation 4:8-11
Fantastic “living creatures” and others participate in heavenly worship of God at the
culmination of all things.
In this prophetic depiction, we see those gathered singing and proclaiming who God is in the
past, the present, and the future.
- I wonder which tense (past, present, future) is the one you feel most confident about
singing and proclaiming God’s presence in. Which is the most challenging?



