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Background

In the Episcopal Church, Holy Eucharist is the principal act of Christian worship on Sundays and
other major Feast days, and the Presider at the service of Holy Eucharist must be a bishop or a
priest. We understand the Holy Eucharist is a gift given to us by Jesus himself, and that in the
participation in the Holy Eucharist Christ is really present. By participating in the Holy
Eucharist we participate in the life of God, participate in the life of the Holy Trinity, and receive
the real presence of Christ within us. So it is natural that our congregations desire to have the
Holy Eucharist during their normal Sunday morning worship. It is also true that in our history
the tradition of the Holy Eucharist as the early morning service, or only once a month, also
exists, and a robust service of Morning Prayer, both said and sung, is part of tradition. Many of
our congregations continue to offer Morning Prayer on Sunday.

The advantage of the service of Morning Prayer is that a congregation does not need to have a
priest in order to offer worship. Yet the longing for Holy Eucharist, for Communion, continues
for many.

Over time the understanding that the Holy Eucharist is the principal act of worship has led the
church to struggle with the question of how to provide priests for our congregations. We have
had years of circuit rider clergy, with Eucharist offered once a month, we have had
congregations share clergy, we have had priests raised up locally to serve locally. All of these
were in service to the need for the sacraments in the local congregations. The reality that we still
struggle for solutions could lead one to wonder if we are yet asking the right questions

Ecclesiology

The Episcopal Church Ecclesiology, our theological understanding of what it means to be a
church, is that the primary unit of the church is actually the diocese, not the congregation. It is
also part of our ecclesiology to understand that clergy are not, indeed cannot, be members of a
congregation, instead all clergy are part of the diocese as whole, regardless of where they serve.
This means that any priest or deacon is ordained for the whole church, never just one
congregation or community, and where any priest is, the whole diocese is present. Just as we say
that wherever the bishop is the whole diocese is present. All congregations exist by being in
relationship with the larger diocese and the bishop. This understanding helps us seek answers to
the question of how we can provide for the Sacraments in all areas of our diocese — it is a
diocesan question, not a congregational question! While we still might not be asking the “right
questions” to gain the answers we need, to see that providing the sacraments is a call for the
diocese as a whole, not a single congregation, assists in possible solutions.

The answer to providing the sacraments cannot, must not, be that wealthy congregations can
have clergy and smaller, less financially resourced congregations cannot. The sacrament of Holy
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Eucharist must not be something that is only offered to the wealthy. Instead, all of us together,
as a diocesan whole, are asked to provide for one another. We are one diocese, not simply
congregations loosely tied together by geography.

While the church has tried to address the need for the sacraments by finding new ways of
providing for priests, perhaps we need to look at providing for the sacraments by reclaiming our
ecclesiology of the diocese as the primary unit, and look at how all of us together can provide for
the sacraments. With this understanding, offering Communion “provided by the diocese” allows
every congregation to participate together in our principle act of worship.

Use of the Reserved Sacrament

In the Anglican Communion there is disagreement about the use of the Reserved Sacrament,
indeed there is historical disagreement about whether or not to even have Reserved Sacrament.
Yet it is also true that taking Communion to the sick and shut-in and sharing of Communion
among congregations has been a practice in parts of the Anglican Communion for hundreds of
years. Most of our own congregations have the Reserved Sacrament and routinely provide
Communion for those who are unable to attend worship. The question that we might ask is if our
congregations that are unable to have a priest for significant periods of time, whether due to
distance, size, or availability of clergy, might be thought of as congregations in need of the
Communion made available by the diocese, and if so, how best to accomplish that.

Our sacramental theology does not allow for any type service from the Reserved Sacrament that
might cause confusion for the worshipers, it cannot seen as another service of Holy Eucharist.
We also need to be clear in any service that our worship is offered in concert with our fellow
worshipers throughout the diocese, and indeed the world. Any service of Communion from the
Reserved Sacrament is designed to offer the gift of Christ’s presence, and we do so in
communion with all the faithful as well. So a spirit of thanksgiving for the larger community is
important. It is also critical that the officiant at such a service not be mistaken for a priest, and
that no confusion of Orders between deacons and priests exist through such a service. In
addition, Communion from the Reserved Sacrament must never be used as a way of saving
money, such as congregations not seeking and having supply priests or regular clergy support.

Permissions and Policies

Congregations that regularly find themselves without the pastoral and sacramental care of a
priest, are now being offered the care of the greater diocesan and church community by having
the Bishop grant permission for the Sunday service of Communion from the Reserved Sacrament
under very specific guidelines.

For congregations:

1) Permission must be sought and granted on a yearly basis, a form for doing so will be
provided by the diocese.

2) The reasons for why this service is needed must be spelled out clearly
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3) Use of this service cannot be simply a way to avoid paying a supply priest, this will need to
be demonstrated in the request for permission

4) The liturgy provided by the diocese must be used

5) There is a cost associated with the training for officiants for this service, and the
congregation is expected to pay for that cost.

For licensed officiants:
1) The officiant must be licensed for this ministry, and training must be by bishop (or someone

designated by the bishop).
2) They must first be a licensed worship leader and Eucharistic minister, or a deacon
3) They must use the liturgy that we provide.

In order to help congregations who wish to use this option, there will be offering a training to
license officiants to lead the service of Communion from the Reserved Sacrament from 5:30
Friday, December 1 until 3:30 Saturday, December 2.
e This training will be required for anyone to be licensed to lead this worship service,
including deacons.
e In order to be licensed you must attend the whole training.
e The training will be held at Immaculate Heart in Spokane, and registration is required.
e The cost of the training covers the food and lodging at Immaculate Heart.
e Cost is $125 for those staying overnight and $50 for those who are commuters.
If cost is a barrier, please reach out to the bishop.

Additional training will take place in 2024 for those congregations and members who are not
able to attend this initial training.

If you have questions or concerns, please contact the bishop
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